[The characteristics of the humoral response to respiratory syncytial viral infection in adult patients with different forms of bronchitis].
The levels of specific IgG and IgM were determined in 72 patients with verified respiratory syncytial (RS) virus infection: 11 patients with acute delayed bronchitis (ADB), 26 with recurring bronchitis (RB) 35 with chronic obstructive bronchitis (ChOB), by indirect enzyme immunoassay; RS virus was detected by direct immunofluorescent technique. The activity of the inflammatory process in the bronchi was shown to depend upon RS infection activity in cases of ChOB and RB. RS infection was observed to be significantly dependent on obstruction and bronchospasms. The specific humoral response was reduced and delayed in ChOB and RB as compared to acute bronchitis. The possibility of long-term persistence of RS virus antigen in chronic and recurring forms of bronchitis was demonstrated.